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Gandhiji informed the Pressmen that he had given the most careful
consideration to the statement of the Premier and had crossed its Fs and dotted
its I's. But he deferred the statement on it till the Azad Maidan meeting.

To a pressman who doubted the wisdom of the Congress in declaring
Truce, Mahatma Gandhi retorted. It was an act of statesmanship to have
signed the Delhi Truce.

The pressman argued that the Government taking cover under the white
flag had flung thousands of the youths of the country into the prisons. This
evoked the reply from the Mahatma.

More young men today are out than in the jail. I am unable
to subscribe to your formula.

Several questions that followed were ruled out by Gandhiji on the ground
that the Congress President in his official capacity was the proper man to
answer them:

My opinion does not count.    It is the opinion of an Individual.

SOMEBODY : But the President has been asking the country all these days
to wait for you It shows that your opinion is final.

GANDHIJI :    It may be final with the President.

Q,. Why don't you go to Bengal. Don't you think it is advisable
to go there?

GANDHIJI : It may be quite advisable. But I am a representa-
tive and not a free-lance like you. (Laughter) My wishes should
be dominated in this instance by Bengal. Subhas Babu is here
to advise me on the subject. But you have not yet given him a
chance to address me.

Asked if Mr M. R. Jayakar was right in his surmise, uttered at a recent
meeting in Bombay that it would have been better if Gandhiji had accepted
the offer of Lord Irwin to take 14 other Congress representatives with him
to London, Gandhiji said:

I am convinced after having had this experience that it was
a wise decision that the Congress could have come to in sending
me alone.

It would have been a first-class tragedy, if 14 or 15 good
servants of the nation had been sent out instead of keeping them
here. In other respects also it was a good thing to have sent only
one delegate. When the mandate was so absolutely clear, there was
no occasion for sending more than one agent unless, of course, the
Congress had distrusted its agent. They did the wisest thing in
sending one man and, at that, such a wise man like me. (Laughter)